Arunachal Pradesh Commemorative
Postage Stamp Series

Geographical Indications:
Agriculture-Horticulture of Arunachal Pradesh

Arunachal Oranges, GI NO. 375

Arunachal Orange is one of the most important
horticultural crops of the state, contributing nearly 90% of
Arunachal Pradesh’s citrus production. Known for its
distinctive sweet-sour taste, high juice content, moderate
acidity, and high total soluble solids, it thrives in the
region’s unique agroclimatic conditions. The fruit is
recognized by its orange-coloured peel, medium
thickness, round shape, loose skin, and easy-to-separate
segments. Rich in vitamin C, Arunachal Orange is valued
for both fresh consumption and use in fruit salads.

Khaw Tai, GI NO. 803

Khaw Tai, also known as Khamti Rice, is traditionally
cultivated by Khampti tribal farmers of Namsai district. It is
a staple food of the Khampti community and is used to
prepare delicacies such as Khawlam. The rice contains
approximately 80% carbohydrates, 7-8% protein, 5% fat,
and 3% fibre, making it highly nutritious. Cultivated using
traditional methods and irrigated with rainwater or stream
water, it is known for its aroma, bold grains, and medicinal
value. Historically, its sticky nature allowed it to be used as
protective padding during wars and expeditions.

Yak Churpi, GI NO. 809

Yak Churpi is a traditional fermented dairy product
prepared by the Brokpas of Tawang and West Kameng
districts from yak milk. The milk is churned in airtight
wooden vessels until cheese forms, separated through
bamboo sieves, sun-dried, matured near fireplaces, and
stored in containers made from yak skin. Rich in protein
and nutritional value, Yak Churpi is consumed as a food
supplement, appetizer, soup ingredient, and traditional
remedy for stomach ailments. It can remain edible for
several years without artificial preservatives.

Adi Kekir, GI NO. 855

Adi Kekir is a traditional ginger variety cultivated by the
Adi tribe of Arunachal Pradesh. Recognized for its
medicinal and aromatic qualities, it has been used in
traditional remedies for more than 2,000 years. The plant

grows in humus-rich loamy soils and flourishes in the
alluvial deposits of river valleys, particularly in Lower
Dibang Valley district. Farmers often allow the crop to
mature for two years to improve quality and weight. Kekir
is widely used in foods, beverages, herbal treatments, and
perfumery. It is marketed as dry ginger, powder, oil, and
oleoresin, with significant export potential due to its
high-value extracts.

Singpho Phalap, GI NO. 935

Singpho Phalap is a traditional smoked tea associated
with the Tangsa community and has been part of local
culture for over 900 years. According to tradition, its
medicinal properties were discovered by tribal hunters.
Tea leaves collected from wild shrubs are sun-dried,
smoked, packed inside bamboo tubes, and aged for years,
creating a distinctive smoky flavour and aroma. The tea is
consumed without milk or sugar and can be brewed
multiple times. Produced organically and processed
through traditional methods, it is valued for its cultural
significance, unique taste, and growing popularity in
international markets.

Marua Apo, GI NO. 1069

Marua Apo is a traditional fermented alcoholic beverage
prepared from finger millet and widely consumed by
various tribes of Arunachal Pradesh during ceremonies,
rituals, and festivals. Finger millet has a long history
dating back to the Indus Valley Civilization and is valued
for its nutritional richness, including protein, iron, zinc,
calcium, and healthy fats. The beverage is produced
through traditional fermentation techniques and stored
in earthen or wooden containers. Often prepared with
the active involvement of women, Marua Apo represents
the cultural heritage, indigenous knowledge, and
traditional food practices of the state.

The Department of Posts is pleased to issue a
Souvenir  Sheet on  Geographical Indications:
Agriculture—Horticulture ~ of  Arunachal  Pradesh,
showcasing the state’s rich agricultural heritage,
biodiversity, and traditional knowledge.
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